


MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
JANUARY 06, 2026
	
The Butler City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, January 06, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 22 West Ohio with Mayor Henry presiding. The following Councilmen were present:


	
ROLL CALL






OTHERS PRESENT




OTHER GUESTS



PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE



ADDITION TO CONSENT
AGENDA



APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA










ADDITION/DELETION TO AGENDA


SCHEDULED GUESTS


COMMITTEE REPORTS

Student Advisory Committee







BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS


UNFINISHED BUSINESS



PUBLIC HEARING


BILLS, ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, POLICIES AND PROCLAMATIONS



REPORTS

City Clerk

Tim Payne Retirement



Police Chief/Code Enforcement
City Attorney

Public Works

Street Department

Water Distribution/Sewer Collection Department


Alliance Water Resources

DNR Test Trials




Roto Meters


Hazmat Training








Sludge Removal






Fire Chief


Mayor 

Murals

Play Structure


Marks Nelson






Safety Manual



Tim Payne Retirement



COUNCIL MEMBERS

Rich


Young

Liggins




Hall

Wainscott

Alkire

Behringer



Mallatt





NEW BUSINESS

Cemetery Work Truck









MEDIA QUESTIONS


CLOSED SESSION








ADJOURN












ATTEST



      
Gayle Alexander, City Clerk
	
Denny Rich                                          Marlene Wainscott
Timothy Young                                    Fawn Alkire
Doncella Liggins                                  Carmen Behringer                           
Jeffery Hall                                           Scott Mallatt



Others present were Attorney James Newell, City Clerk Gayle Alexander, Police Chief Jerret Wheatley, Alliance Water Resources Manager Danny Lewis, WD/SC Foreman Branden Berry, Street Foreman Chris Kantor, and Cemetery Sexton Mike Hawks.

Mel Ewing and Don Malan.



Mayor Henry led the pledge of allegiance.



Motion by Rich, seconded by Mallatt to add a Travel and Training request for approval. Motion passed unanimously by ayes.



Motion by Mallatt, seconded by Rich, to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting of December 16, 2025, and the Minutes of the Closed Session City Council Meeting of December 16, 2025. Motion passed unanimously by ayes.


Motion by Liggins, seconded by Rich, to approve the bills as presented. Motion passed unanimously by ayes.


Motion by Liggins, seconded by Rich to approve the Travel and Training request. Motion passed unanimously by ayes.
None.



None.




Liggins went over the meeting held by the Student Advisory Committee on December 31. They appointed two facilitators who are to be responsible for listing and contacting members for the meetings. They reviewed the outcomes of the Angel Tree project and the Christmas Parade. At the next meeting on January 19, they will be planning new events and establishing guidelines for membership.



None.


None.



None.




None.







Alexander thanked Tim Payne for his thirty-eight years of service to the city. His last day will be Friday, January 9, 2026.



Chief Wheatley had nothing to report.




Kantor remarked that he had submitted his reports.

Berry had also submitted his report and noted that he would be bringing fire hydrant estimates for council’s approval at the next council meeting.




Lewis has been in discussions with DNR on starting test trials with chemical vendors Hawkins and Brenntag. He hoped to start this month and will then know whether he may change the types of elements used at the Water Plant. If the chemicals can be changed it will save on costs.

Shane Newland made repairs to the root meters on CL2 and installed a new water solenoid on C12 at the Water Plant.

Lewis would like to co-ordinate with the Fire Department for Hazmat training on chlorine leaks. At this time, he does not have anyone who is certified to respond safely in this type of situation. Mayor Henry explained that the goal is to train employees to an operational level and then hire those who are certified. Lewis then asked council if he could switch to a bleach solution versus using chlorine gas. He commented that the risk factor is much less, but the cost would be a little higher. Mayor Henry suggested they get together and check it out. Lewis will put together estimated costs.

Lewis was happy to have found a place to spread sludge from the Water and Wastewater Treatment Plants. He is waiting for a mixer motor to be installed next week before beginning. Mayor Henry asked to be notified whether the sludge truck would work, or not. Lewis replied that he had started it up and that it ran on the road. 


Not here.




Noted that the murals installed at the Main Street Park look nice.

Had been by Douglas Park to check out the play structures that are being installed. He thought that it wouldn’t be long until it is done.

Had talked with the Economic Development Consultants and would like to schedule a work session meeting with them before a regular council meeting next month. He asked if everyone had a copy of the Comprehensive Plan and wanted council members to refresh their memories about this living document and revisit our priorities. He will also take these ideas to the Planning Commission meeting next week.

Mayor Henry has been working with HR on creating a new Safety Manual for the City to bring to the Safety Committee. He thought we needed to revitalize our current handbook.

Congratulated Tim Payne on his retirement and thanked him for his long service to the city.




Liked his new email from the city. He will present thirteen code violations to the Police Chief and City Clerk after this meeting.

Nothing to report.

Congratulations to Tim. She noted that the broken telephone utility pole by her dad’s house that she had turned in was still down and asked if city employees would pick it up. Mayor Henry asked Chris Kantor of the Street Department to do so and Chris indicated that he would.

Congratulated Tim Payne and commented that it was a long time to serve.

Congratulations to Tim Payne for his long-time service.

Also congratulated Tim Payne.

Likewise congratulated Tim Payne. Asked if she could use the Fairgrounds next fall for an event. Mayor Henry directed her to fill out a Special Events form and turn it in.

Asked for an update on Rice Road. Mayor Henry replied that annexation of the property was close and our attorney is working on it. Mallatt commented that we need to think about the costs and consider including them in next year’s budget.




Cemetery Sexton Mike Hawks requested a work truck for his department. He had found a 2018 Ford Transit 250 that would be sufficient for $21,900.00. This was not a budgeted item, so it would be paid out of the Cemetery Perpetual Fund.

Motion by Mallatt, seconded by Wainscott to purchase the truck for $21,900.00. Motion passed unanimously by ayes.


None


Motion by Mallatt, seconded by Rich to go into closed session at 7:30 p.m.
Motion passed with the following votes:

Denny Rich - Aye                              Marlene Wainscott - Aye
Timothy Young – Aye                       Fawn Alkire - Aye
Doncella Liggins – Aye                     Carmen Behringer - Aye                            
Jeffery Hall – Aye                              Scott Mallatt - Aye


There being no further business, motion by Mallatt, seconded by Young to adjourn the regular session of the council meeting. Motion passed unanimously by Ayes.






                                              _______________________________
                                              James W. Henry, Mayor
 

	
	






