MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
MARCH 19, 2019

The Butler City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, March 19, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 22 West Ohio with Mayor Henry presiding. The following Councilmen were present:

	
ROLL CALL







OTHERS PRESENT




OTHER GUESTS




APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA













DELETION/ADDITION TO AGENDA




SCHEDULED GUESTS

Pat Simons 










COMMITTEES

Work Session 


BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS


Neighborhood Advisory 



UNFINSHED BUSINESS



PUBLIC HEARING

Mike Taranto




Dale Newkirk





 

Doug Wix



Mike Taranto


Terri Norman 






Tonya Williams 


Pat Simmons

Bill Nieder





John Bisby








Rayne Chantel 






Linn Nitsche 



Mike Tranto






Terri Norman 

Don Malan 




BILLS, ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, POLICIES and PROCLAMATIONS


1st Reading 
Bill NO 2019-06 Ordinance NO 1093












2nd Reading 
Bill NO 2019-06 Ordinance NO 1093










Adoption 
Bill NO 2019-06 Ordinance NO 1093









Reports

CITY CLERK

POLICE CHIEF


CITY ATTORNEY


CITY ADMIN


PUBLIC WORKS

CODE ENFORCEMENT

FIRE CHIEF


MAYOR 


COUNCIL MEMBERS

GARNETT


BROWN





IRICK




STARK

IRWIN


HALL



COOK



JETT

New Business

Sewer Jetting Vac Truck














ADJOURN



ATTEST




Corey Snead
City Clerk
	
Jim Garnett                             Craig Irwin
David Brown                          Jeff Hall  
Mike Irick                               Gayle Cook 
Gayle Stark                             Carolyn Jett  


Others present were City Administrator Casey Koehn, City Clerk Corey Snead, Code Enforcement Officer Brian Boyd, Public Works Director Trent Diehl, Police Sergeant Rance Mears, Fire Chief Jason Bennett and City Attorney Joe Lauber. 

Linn Nitsche, Dale Newkirk, Bill Nieder, Melvin Ewing, Jr Bennett, Dianna Bennett, Betty Irwin, Doug Wix, Terri Norman, Rayne Chantel, Jenny Coburn, John Bisby, Pat Simons, Denny Rich and Mike Taranto


Motion by Garnett, seconded by Irwin to approve the minutes of the regular session of February 28, 2019, March 5, 2019 and the closed session of March 5, 2019.  Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

Motion by Brown, seconded by Irick to approve the bills presented for payment. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

Motion by Brown, seconded by Irwin to approve the Travel/Training request. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.


To add Sewer Jetting Vac Truck purchase to new business. Motion by Stark to add the purchase of a Sewer Jetting Vac Truck to new business, seconded by Irick. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

[bookmark: _Hlk508882280]

Pat Simons came before City Council to discuss the issue of his street not being completely plowed during the last snow storm. Mr. Simons stated that the street had been plowed for the last 7-8 years without any problems. During the last snow only half of the street was plowed. He feels that it has to do with him coming before City Council a few weeks back and sharing some concerns he had at the time. It was expressed to Mr. Simons that was not the case why the street was only partially plowed. Mr. Simons pointed out that this is a dedicated street that leads up to his house and is the city’s reasonability. Public Works Director Trent Diehl assured that the issue would not happen again.  

Went over the 2019-2020 budget discussing minimum wage and water rate. 

Mayor Henry reported that they met on March 18 and discussed several code issues that are happening around town. 

 
None 

Mayor Henry opened the public hearing on Water Rates at 7:05 p.m.

Utility cost seems to be an issue people complain about. If it’s being increased to improve revenue there are other ways than increasing the water rates. This seems to be the easy way out.  

Against the water rate increase. We have water lines and sewer lines that need to be replaced in this city. Trying to raise revenue by raising rates will not fill the hole. We need to pass a 1% sales tax to fill the revenue we need. People that are out of town buy things in town and they will contribute to raising the revenue and providing the services we need. There are better ways if we need more money that increasing rates.  

What is the plan and how will it affect the water districts? The water districts will not be included in the rate increase. 

Control your overhead. There is a lot of room in the budget to grow and improve. Look at the City as a business, we have cost that are out of control. 

I have lived in my house for 23 years and paying my bills on time and not had late fees. I believe that moving the due date to the 15th of each month would have helped people that are on a fixed income. Having utilities is not a luxury it is a necessity. People in this community are looking for work and trying to pay their bills. 

What will the money go towards? Koehn responded that there has been no increase since 2007 and that the money would go into utility fund. 

Would like to see the sales tax and water rate increase.
Understands the situation that the city is in, but putting a band aid on the situation does not work. Need to come up with a 5-10 year plan for the city. If the city is accountable for the sales tax it can pass. However you must grow the trust of the citizens. 

Moved into this town 9 years ago and has been sorry ever since. The square looks like Harrisonville and there is no growth in this town. We will go deeper and deeper into debt if we keep going like this. At least he is getting his new water line. Understands it takes time and money, however we need to do something else besides increasing the water rates. You need to pass the 1% sales tax rate so everyone shares. 

Thank the city for the new water line on Delaware Street. Does not agree with the water rate increase. We need to bring business to Butler. We have two exits off the interstate. We do not need to strap the citizens; we need to be more proactive with getting new businesses. I am a fan of Electric City Downtown trying to bring back the square. I support the sales tax.

The water rate increase is only going to be a partial fix. The sales tax must be dedicated on what it will be used for.

Made an offer on the Spec Building on what it is worth and wanted utility concessions for 5 years. He was turned down and left and went to Rich Hill. His business has grown and his employees are spending money in other places than Butler. You must think outside the box and thinks things can get better. Find ways for people and businesses to be in Butler.  

We need to have level pay rates for utilities. That would help people. 

We must have a good attitude and a business plan and support local business. 

At 7:45 p.m. Mayor Henry closed the public hearing. 
 
BILL NO. 2019-06 ORDINANCE NO.1093      
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE MONTHLY RATES FOR WATER SOLD BY THE CITY OF BUTLER, MISSOURI


Motion by Jett, seconded by Garnett for first reading by title only of
BILL NO. 2019-06 ORDINANCE NO.1093      
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE MONTHLY RATES FOR WATER SOLD BY THE CITY OF BUTLER, MISSOURI
Motion passed with the following votes:
Jim Garnett-Aye                                Craig Irwin-Aye
David Brown-Aye                             Jeff Hall-Nay
Mike Irick-Aye                                  Gayle Cook-Aye
Gayle Stark-Aye                                Carolyn Jett -Aye  

Motion by Irwin, seconded by Jett for second reading by title only of
BILL NO. 2019-06 ORDINANCE NO.1093      
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE MONTHLY RATES FOR WATER SOLD BY THE CITY OF BUTLER, MISSOURI
Motion passed with the following votes:
Jim Garnett-Aye                                Craig Irwin-Aye
David Brown-Aye                             Jeff Hall-Nay
Mike Irick-Aye                                  Gayle Cook-Aye
Gayle Stark-Aye                                Carolyn Jett -Aye  

Motion by Irwin, seconded by Irick to adopt 
BILL NO. 2019-06 ORDINANCE NO.1093      
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE MONTHLY RATES FOR WATER SOLD BY THE CITY OF BUTLER, MISSOURI
Motion failed with the following votes:
Jim Garnett-Aye                                Craig Irwin-Aye
David Brown-Nay                             Jeff Hall-Nay
Mike Irick-Nay                                  Gayle Cook-Nay
Gayle Stark-Nay                                Carolyn Jett -Aye  


No Report.

No Report.

No Report.


No Report.

No Report.

No Report.

No Report. 

No Report.



No Report.

That there was no conspiracy theory on the snow removal. That he has faith in our Public Works Director and staff. We listened to the people on the water rates and hope that they will support a 1% sales tax in the future. If not we will be back here again looking at water rate increase. 

Worked at the last grocery store and people took flyers from the store to go and price match at Wal-Mart. We need to support local businesses in order for them to survive and thrive in the community. 

No Report.

No Report. 

Wanted to thank everyone for coming out to tonight and speaking their minds. Let’s make sure we have more communication in order to get the tax passed. South Thompson is having storm water problems. 

You helped us on the direction we needed to go and hope you support the sales tax.

Appreciate Trent and all the work he does for the city. Community Café is April 9th. 

We have $95,000 budgeted for a new sewer jetting machine. The Water Department is requesting that we purchase a used Sewer Jetting Vac Truck instead of the sewer jetting machine. There is a lot more functionality we can get with the truck. A recommendation is that we purchase a 2004 Sterling Acterra for $78,950.00. Motion by Stark to approve the Sewer Jetting Vac Truck for the Water Department for $78,950.00, seconded by Garnett. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

There being no further business, motion by Brown to go into closed session, seconded by Garnett. Roll Call vote. 
Garnett – Aye Brown – Aye Irick – Aye Stark – Aye Irwin – Aye
Hall – Aye Cook – Aye Jett – Aye 

There being no further business, motion by Brown to adjourn the regular session council meeting, seconded by Irick. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.


                                      _______________________
                                           Mayor James W. Henry 









