MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OCTOBER 1, 2019

The Butler City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, October 1, 2019 at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 22 West Ohio with Mayor Henry presiding. The following Councilmen were present:

	
ROLL CALL







OTHERS PRESENT





OTHER GUESTS



PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE




APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA












ADDITION/DELETION TO AGENDA



SCHEDULED GUESTS

Butler Chamber of Commerce










Butch Beeman









Mike Taranto
















COMMITTEE REPORTS

City Owned Facilities





Finance Committee









BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS


UNFINSHED BUSINESS



PUBLIC HEARING


BILLS, ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, POLICIES AND PROCLAMATIONS



REPORTS

City Clerk/Acting City Administrator

Cook Insurance Meeting









Town Hall Meeting




Community Cafe


Quick Trip






Harps Food Store







Morse Internet




Bank Services Bids





Police Chief


City Attorney





Public Works

Code Enforcement




Fire Chief

Mayor



COUNCIL MEMBERS

Garnett


Brown






Irick


Nitsche












Hall






Cook



Newkirk







NEW BUSINESS



MEDIA QUESTIONS

Bates County Live



Corey Snead, City Administrator



CLOSED SESSION






















ADJOURN










ATTEST











Corey Snead
City Clerk
	
Jim Garnett                              Linn Nitsche
David Brown                           Jeff Hall 
Mike Irick                                Gayle Cook
Heather Diehl - Absent            Dale Newkirk  


Others present were Acting City Administrator Corey Snead, Office Manager
Gayle Alexander, Attorney Joe Lauber, Public Works Director Trent Diehl, Code Enforcement Officer Brian Boyd, and Police Sargent Mark Frost.


Mel Ewing, Samantha Santos, Butch Beeman, Mike Taranto, Crystal Treadwell and Don Malan.


Mayor Henry led the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.



Motion by Cook, seconded by Irick to approve the minutes of the September 17, 2019 Regular Session meeting and the minutes of the September 17, 2019 Closed Session meeting.  Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

Motion by Irick, seconded by Cook to approve the bills presented for payment. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

Motion by Brown, seconded by Garnett to approve the Travel/Training requests.  Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.


Motion by Garnett, seconded by Irick to add Mike Taranto to the Agenda for Scheduled Guests.  Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.




Corey Snead appeared as a representative of the Butler Chamber of Commerce and asked permission of the Council for their approval for several Special Events that they have planned.  They had presented the details to the Special Events Committee and had their activities accepted by the members.  Events scheduled are the annual Garage Sale, the Halloween Contest, Ladies Night Out and Christmas Parade.  Motion by Brown, seconded by Cook for approval of the Special Events.  Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

Mr. Beeman presented his company’s results on the 2018-2019 Financial Audit of the City of Butler.  The City of Butler received a clean opinion by the Certified Accountants and stated that the financial records do present fairly the financial position of the city.  The City is in compliance with all bond requirements and all monies are covered with insurance.  There are some opportunities of improvement that Council can consider for implementation.  He was appreciative of the cooperation of the City staff in the gathering of information needed for the audit.

Came before Council to make some general comments about the Town Hall meeting that he had attended last night.  He made some suggestions for getting the word out about the Sales Tax increase that will be on the November ballot.  He mentioned that he had some experience on trying to get increases passed by the citizens and was sympathetic to this initiative.  He thought that he hadn’t seen much push on information about it and that the City needs to do more marketing.  He also mentioned that he was a member of the Bates County Memorial Hospital board and that they would like to form a committee with the City to work on betterment of our community.  He was considering various business development and creative ideas for Butler.  Councilman Irick suggested setting up a tour of the hospital and Hall agreed that promotion of the sales tax increase needs to happen.  Mayor Henry was proud that Butler still has a locally owned hospital that is self-supporting.



Brown gave an account of the meeting held earlier tonight on the possible sale of the Spec Building owned by the City.  He had several questions that needed to be settled and asked for a meeting to be called by the Finance Committee.  He wanted to discuss incentives for new businesses.

Hall reported that the Finance Committee had met with CPA Butch Beeman earlier this evening.  They had gone over three books on the 2018-2019 Financial Audit.  He was pleased that the City had received a clean report.  He indicated that Council will take care of some things that the auditor had suggested improvements on.



No meetings to report.

There was none.


There was none.



There were none.
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Snead announced that he and the Public Works Director had met with Charles Rush about our insurance coverages.  They had gone over the properties listed on the policy and the amount of coverage held on each one.  They came to an agreement on the valuation of the properties that were to be insured except for a few.  It was decided that a Loss Prevention Manager would go around the city facilities on September 25, 2019 and formulate a report to submit to Cook Insurance.

Snead thought that the Town Hall meeting was great.  There were about 70 people who attended which was a greater number present than the last meeting.

The Community Café Committee sent word to thank Council for helping at the community event.

Last week Snead had contacted the corporate office of Quick Trip about putting a Travel Center here in Butler.  They replied on Friday and said that they had already looked at Butler and had done a visit here five months ago.  They are keeping our information on file and may expand into rural areas in the future.

The City’s Financial Advisor from McLiney & Company had contacted 
Snead for more information about the City of Butler.  Eddie McLiney was going to submit this data to a grocery company called Harps Food Store.  He informed Snead that this business deals mainly with small towns like Butler and that they may be interested in placing a store here.

Snead announced that Dan Vogel was preparing a contract between the City of Butler and Morse Internet for Council’s review.  This is in regards to the placing of the antenna on the City’s water tower.

The current contract we have with Community First Bank for banking services is due for renewal soon.  Snead had sent out letters asking for bids to three of our local banks.  Citizens Bank and Community First accepted the letters and should submit bids by October 25, 2019.

Nothing to report per Sargent Frost.

Attorney Lauber announced that he and Jennifer Baird had attended the Missouri Municipal League meeting in St. Charles.  He was recognized as a Local Government Fellow by the International Attorney’s Association.  He revealed that two of his associates had been named as Partner’s in his firm.

Nothing to report.

Office Boyd informed Council that the house at 407 West Adams had been demolished.  He had just received a signed contract for the house at 310 South Main and it should be down by the end of next week.

Nothing to report.

Mayor Henry extended sympathy to Steve Hawkins’ family for their loss.  Mr. Hawkins had retired recently from the City of Butler.



Nothing to report.

He agreed with the sentiments given by Taranto & Hall.  Thought we needed to push information about the sales tax initiative.  He suggested flyers or announcements on the radio.  Attorney Lauber suggested running any publications by his office first.  Brown also asked Hall to call a Finance meeting before the next City Council meeting.

Asserted that Snead deserved kudos for the clean financial audit report given to the City.  He thought that getting this good rating was commendable.

Asked Sargent Frost about the dog catcher’s hours.  Frost answered that his hours vary and he has no set schedule except for 20 hour weekly cap.  Nitsche was happy with the Town Hall meeting and thought that it was good.  He also asked for the City’s Policy on rentals of the Old High School building.  We need to beat the bushes and go one on one with the Citizens to promote the sales tax increase.  Nitsche also indicated that all businesses should be treated the same on getting their business licenses.  There need to be consequences for not getting the license.


Gave condolences to the Hawkins’ family.  He thought that the Town Hall meeting went well last night and that the citizens know a little more about the council they elected.  He is still concerned about what the City should do to curb the water runoff on the Wainscott’s property.  He wanted to look at it and come up with a solution.

Shared that she had thought the Town Hall meeting was good.  There were a different group of people who had attended and they had good questions.

Considered that payment of the business license fees could be due after the tax due dates because some businesses want to pay their taxes on the last day.  Newkirk suggested that the rules for obtaining business licenses be reviewed.  He also believed that the Town Hall meeting was good.  He was glad that Councilman Brown was back.


There was no new business.




Samantha Santos from Bates County Live asked whether the business licenses were renewable.

Snead replied that the licenses renew every year.


Motion was made by Garnett, seconded by Brown to go into Closed Session at 8:00 pm.

Motion passed with the following votes:
Jim Garnett-Aye                                Linn Nitsche-Aye
David Brown-Aye                             Jeff Hall-Aye
Mike Irick-Aye                                  Gayle Cook-Aye
Heather Diehl-Absent                        Dale Newkirk-Aye
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There being no further business, motion by Cook to adjourn the regular session council meeting, seconded by Irick at 8:55 pm. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.














                                     ___________________________
                                                Mayor James W. Henry

	
	



