MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
NOVEMBER 19, 2019

The Butler City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, November 19, 2019 at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 22 West Ohio with Mayor Henry presiding. The following Councilmen were present:

	
ROLL CALL







OTHERS PRESENT





OTHER GUESTS



PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE



APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA











ADDITION/DELETION TO AGENDA





SCHEDULED GUESTS




COMMITTEE REPORTS

Operations Committee





Work Session




BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

Planning Commission





Park Board Commission









Neighborhood Advisory Commission










UNFINSHED BUSINESS



PUBLIC HEARING

Subdivision Regulations











BILLS, ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, POLICIES AND PROCLAMATIONS



















2nd Reading
Bill No. 2019-21, Ordinance No. 1108




















Adoption
Bill No. 2019-21, Ordinance No. 1108





























1st Reading 
Bill NO 2019-21 Ordinance NO 1108










REPORTS

City Clerk/Acting City Administrator

Cook Insurance Values







Wage Study Committee Meeting




Building Permits Proposed Ordinance







Economic Workshop Meeting








Unifirst Uniforms







Christmas Lights










Budget Meetings with Department Heads



Electric City Downtown





Park Board


Police Chief







City Attorney



Public Works

Code Enforcement


Fire Chief

Mayor


COUNCIL MEMBERS

Brown






Irick




Diehl







Nitsche






Cook


Newkirk


NEW BUSINESS

House of Hound




Vehicle Purchase




Senior Taxi Service




Bank Service Bids








MEDIA QUESTIONS



CLOSED SESSION










ADJOURN




ATTEST








Gayle Alexander
Office Manager
	
Jim Garnett-Absent                 Linn Nitsche
David Brown                           Jeff Hall-Absent
Mike Irick                               Gayle Cook
Heather Diehl                          Dale Newkirk  


Others present were Acting City Administrator Corey Snead, Office Manager
Gayle Alexander, Attorney Joe Lauber, Police Lieutenant Jerret Wheatley and Fire Chief Jason Bennett.


Don Malan, Brenda Cecil, Landon Cook, Timothy Young and Mel Ewing.



Mayor Henry led the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.


Motion by Brown, seconded by Newkirk to approve the minutes of the November 5, 2019 Regular Session meeting.  Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

Motion by Brown, seconded by Nitsche to approve the bills presented for payment. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

There were no Travel/Training Requests.


Motion by Nitsche, seconded by Cook to approve the addition of House of Hounds, Vehicle Purchase, Senior Taxi and Bank Bids to New Business.  Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.



None





Irick recounted topics discussed during the Operations and Work Session Meetings.  Council debated over what to do with the Taxi Service and the Bank Bids.  They also talked about whether to purchase a new vehicle for the Codes Officer and where to take stray dogs.

Topics were included in Irick’s report on the Operations Committee.




Snead reported that the Planning Commission had approved Resolution 2019-04 establishing new Subdivision Regulations for the City of Butler. They also began the process for the review of towing lots within the city limits.  They will consider what type of permits are needed for this type of service business.

Because there were enough members in attendance to conduct business, they did a lot of catching up according to Snead.  They decided to go back to a monthly meeting at noon on the second Thursday instead of bi-monthly.  Another topic considered was on what to do at Sunset Park.  They are taking into account ideas on how to develop this area.  The Parks Department donates a lot of time and effort in upkeep for the Baseball Association, yet there is no repayment for services from them.  There will be a meeting between the Board, Council and the Parks Department scheduled.

 Diehl informed Council that the members discussed stop sign placement and abandoned cars and trailers during their meeting.  They were pleased to hear that the stop sign at Fort Scott and Delaware will be moved to the right spot.  Diehl suggested that council might consider getting tougher on clearing out the many cars and trailers that are considered nuisances.  She also mentioned having a contest between wards next spring in order to get some motivation going on neighborhood cleanups.  Perhaps they could recognize the most improved or prettiest homes.

None.




Mayor Henry opened a Public Hearing on Subdivision Regulations at 7:16 pm.
Snead explained that this Ordinance will update the current regulations in place since 2012.  The Planning Commission brought this resolution in order to bring better compliance of the City’s regulations.


As there were no comments or questions from the community, the Public Hearing was closed at 7:18pm by Mayor Henry.




BILL NO. 2019-21 ORDINANCE NO: 1108
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BUTLER, MISSOURI, AMENDING CHAPTER 14 OF THE BUTLER CITY CODE AND ESTABLISHING RESPONSIBILITY OF PARENTS, GUARDIANS, AND OTHER PERSONS AS DEFINED HEREIN CONCERNING THEIR OBLIGATION TO ENSURE THAT CHILDREN, WARDS, AND MINORS UNDER THEIR CONTROL ATTEND THE SCHOOL IN WHICH THEY ARE ENROLLED AS A STUDENT, CONTAINING DEFINTIONS AND IMPOSING PENALTIES.

Lieutenant Wheatley noted that this ordinance should help with the truancy rates they are seeing in the Butler school system.  He commented that the PD is seeing about a 25% truancy rate now and that this ordinance should give them more teeth to help encourage parents to get their kids in school.


Motion by Brown, seconded by Irick for a second reading by title only.
BILL NO. 2019-21 ORDINANCE NO: 1108
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BUTLER, MISSOURI, AMENDING CHAPTER 14 OF THE BUTLER CITY CODE AND ESTABLISHING RESPONSIBILITY OF PARENTS, GUARDIANS, AND OTHER PERSONS AS DEFINED HEREIN CONCERNING THEIR OBLIGATION TO ENSURE THAT CHILDREN, WARDS, AND MINORS UNDER THEIR CONTROL ATTEND THE SCHOOL IN WHICH THEY ARE ENROLLED AS A STUDENT, CONTAINING DEFINTIONS AND IMPOSING PENALTIES.

Motion passed with the following votes:
Jim Garnett-Absent                            Linn Nitsche-Aye
David Brown-Aye                              Jeff Hall-Absent
Mike Irick-Aye                                  Gayle Cook-Aye
Heather Diehl-Aye                             Dale Newkirk-Aye


[bookmark: _Hlk508882280]Motion by Brown, seconded by Newkirk for adoption of the bill.
BILL NO. 2019-21 ORDINANCE NO: 1108
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BUTLER, MISSOURI, AMENDING CHAPTER 14 OF THE BUTLER CITY CODE AND ESTABLISHING RESPONSIBILITY OF PARENTS, GUARDIANS, AND OTHER PERSONS AS DEFINED HEREIN CONCERNING THEIR OBLIGATION TO ENSURE THAT CHILDREN, WARDS, AND MINORS UNDER THEIR CONTROL ATTEND THE SCHOOL IN WHICH THEY ARE ENROLLED AS A STUDENT, CONTAINING DEFINTIONS AND IMPOSING PENALTIES.

Motion passed with the following votes:
Jim Garnett-Absent                            Linn Nitsche-Aye
David Brown-Aye                              Jeff Hall-Absent
Mike Irick-Aye                                  Gayle Cook-Aye
Heather Diehl-Aye                             Dale Newkirk-Aye


BILL NO. 2019-22 ORDINANCE NO. 1109
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BUTLER, MISSOURI, REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO OF THE BUTLER CITY CODE WITH NEW SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS.

This Ordinance updates the current City’s Code on Subdivision Regulations.  

Motion by Nitsche, seconded by Irick for a first reading by title only.

Motion passed with the following votes:
Jim Garnett-Absent                            Linn Nitsche-Aye
David Brown-Aye                              Jeff Hall-Absent
Mike Irick-Aye                                  Gayle Cook-Aye
Heather Diehl-Aye                             Dale Newkirk-Aye







Snead included in the Council packet a spread sheet that summarizes what the Loss Prevention Advisor from Cook Insurance prepared for Council.  It shows what buildings are currently insured for, the replacement value and the actual cash value of them.  He asked that Council review this and consider what actions they would like to take.  Charles Rush is to attend the next Council Meeting

There will be another Wage Study committee meeting on November 21, 2019 at 9:00 am.  They are in the process of preparing wage information for Council’s consideration for the upcoming budget.

Snead announced that the ordinance proposed for Building Permits is being put on hold.  The Building Inspector and the Mayor would like City Council to pass the 2018 International Building codes first before this new ordinance is passed in order to avoid any duplications.  He noted that the Building Inspector had just come back from a conference that went over the 2018 code updates and he will be presenting these findings before City Council soon.

Snead had met with Jana Rosier of Osage Valley Electric Coop, Jonathan Mach and Christa Atchison from the Department of Economic Development on November 12, 2019.  Ms. Rosier is the new Project Manager for Osage Valley and they would like to host a workshop meeting early in the spring for Bates County.  Snead thought that this was a very good meeting and is another strong contact to have for economic development for our County.

Snead is currently doing an audit on the materials that we receive from Unifirst.  Each department has a list of what they should be getting.  He has asked them to look at things that we can back on or perhaps remove because on non-use.  After the initial audit, there will be a checklist that the department heads will check off each time Unifirst comes.  He hopes that this process will be in place by the beginning of December.

Snead has discovered an issue with the Christmas Lights around the square.  The covers around the bulbs are falling off due to the type of glue on them and have been falling to the ground.  He has been in contact with the company we purchased the bulbs from in May of 2018.  They have agreed to replace all of the bulbs for free.  They will send replacements for now, then the new strands by the first of the year.  Snead is also asking for money back as they guaranteed that the bulbs could be in place year round.


Meetings have begun with the City Department Heads in preparation for the 2020-2021 Budget.  Snead thought that there were good responses from them for bringing forth 5 year plans.  

Snead had attended a meeting last Wednesday held by Electric City Downtown.  They are looking at developing incentives for owners of property on the square.  ECD is considering tax abatement credits and will bring their ideas to Council in the future.

Snead mentioned that the Park Board will hold their Annual Christmas Lights contest again this year.

Lieutenant Wheatley had previously given a report about the House of Hounds issue.  He also mentioned that they were working on a stolen car case and that the vandalism cases had been solved.  Mishon Clark, a new officer, is on duty now and will be on his own shortly.  He reminded Council that Chief Beshore will be retiring in January, and that he had not received any applications yet.

Attorney Lauber bid everyone have a great Thanksgiving.  His office will be closed on Thursday and Friday in observance of the Holiday.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.



Had been hearing complaints about the blips in our electric service.  He would like to address this issue of the number of power breaks occurring.  He suggested doing a study on it and have Council consider options on what to do about them.  Mr. Brown also asked about the status of possibility of moving the Fire Station.  Snead replied that we were waiting on appraisals first.

Agreed that our infrastructure issues do need some investigation.  He also announced that he is coordinating another community outreach in order to help those in need.  He was looking for a power assisted chair.

Noted that she had not heard anything back from Kaysinger Basin Regional Planning Commission.  She had looked forward to finding and filling out grant applications that would benefit the City.  She questioned whether or not they are doing things for the City that we are paying for.  Snead suggested joining the Missouri Partnership Program for opportunities.  Newkirk recommended scheduling a meeting with Kaysinger during a Council Work Session.

Asked about the status on the lowering of the City’s telephone bill.  Diehl replied that she has the file and is looking through it.  Officer Wheatley spoke up and gave an update on disconnects and bundling credits.  He gave his opinion on the poor response of CenturyLink and their services.  Nitsche also gave notice of a pot hole on Nursery and Old 71 that needed to be filled in.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.



Motion by Brown, seconded by Cook to immediately freeze all donations to the House of Hound.  Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.


Motion made by Newkirk, and seconded by Brown to purchase a 2006 Dodge Dakota from Country Motors and pay for it out of regular City funds.  Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

Motion by Diehl, seconded by Brown to end the Senior Taxi Service by January 2020 and to put out a press release explanation.  Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

Motion by Irick, seconded by Newkirk to rescind Council’s previous action of awarding the City’s Bank Service needs to Community First Bank.  Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

Motion by Irick, seconded by Nitsche to approve the bid by Citizen’s Bank for the City’s banking services.  Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.


There were no media questions.


Motion made by Brown, seconded by Cook to go into Closed Session meeting at 7:55 pm.

Motion passed with the following votes:
Jim Garnett-Absent                            Linn Nitsche-Aye
David Brown-Aye                             Jeff Hall-Absent
Mike Irick-Aye                                  Gayle Cook-Aye
Heather Diehl-Aye                             Dale Newkirk-Nay

[bookmark: _GoBack]There being no further business, motion by Irick to adjourn the regular session council meeting, seconded by Cook. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.







                                     ___________________________
                                                Mayor James W. Henry

	
	



