MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
DECEMBER 17, 2019

The Butler City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, December 17, 2019 at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 22 West Ohio with Mayor Henry presiding. The following Councilmen were present:

	
ROLL CALL







OTHERS PRESENT





OTHER GUESTS






PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA














ADDITION/DELETION TO AGENDA





NEW BUSINESS



Senior Taxi







SCHEDULED GUESTS

Len Redding














COMMITTEE REPORTS

Operations Committee Meeting







BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

Airport Commission Meeting





UNFINSHED BUSINESS




PUBLIC HEARING



BILLS, ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, POLICIES AND PROCLAMATIONS




REPORTS

City Clerk/Acting City Administrator

Election Filing




Sanitation Charges
















Financial Audit Bids






Abatement Fees






Appraisals







Budget Meetings
















Truck for Codes Officer











Police Chief



City Attorney

Public Works

Code Enforcement





Fire Chief


Mayor









COUNCIL MEMBERS

Diehl






Nitsche






Hall



Cook



Newkirk



NEW BUSINESS



MEDIA QUESTIONS

Bates County Live



Mayor Henry

Corey Snead, Acting Administrator



Bates County Live


Corey Snead, Acting Administrator


Bates County Live


Corey Snead, Acting Administrator


CLOSED SESSION










ADJOURN






ATTEST










Gayle Alexander
Office Manager
	
Jim Garnett-Absent                       Linn Nitsche
David Brown-Absent                    Jeff Hall
Mike Irick-Absent                         Gayle Cook
Heather Diehl                                Dale Newkirk  


Others present were Acting City Administrator Corey Snead, Office Manager
Gayle Alexander, Attorney Charlie Merryweather, Public Works Director Trent Diehl, Police Lieutenant Jerret Wheatley and Codes Officer Brian Boyd.


Cheryl Calloway, Ralph Allen, Len Redding, Nancy Rich, John Bisby, Savannah Morton, Koebrich Morton, Brenda Cecil, Timothy Young and Don Malan.



Mayor Henry led the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.


Motion by Newkirk, seconded by Nitsche to approve the minutes of the Regular Session meeting of December 3, 2019 and the minutes of the Closed Session meeting of December 3, 2019.  Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

Motion by Diehl, seconded by Nitsche to approve the bills presented for payment. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

There were no Travel/Training Requests.



Motion by Nitsche, seconded by Cook to add Senior Taxi to New Business and Len Redding to Scheduled Guests.  Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.



Motion by Nitsche, seconded by Newkirk to go to New Business as the next item on the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

Motion by Nitsche, seconded by Newkirk to rescind the motion made November 19, 2019 to suspend the Taxi Service by January 2020 and to extend these services to March 1, 2020.  Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.





Len Redding came on behalf of more than 300 citizens, senior citizens and the Senior Taxi riders to present their petition to request City Council rescind the action taken November 19, 2019 to terminate the Senior Taxi Service.  He thanked Council for extending the taxi service to March 1, 2019. 

Mayor Henry expressed thanks to Mr. Redding for coming to City Council and for giving the Petition to them.  He mentioned that he had attended the meeting held by Representation Pike and that there will be more meetings in the future to look for solutions to providing the taxi services.  Mr. Redding indicated that the next meeting will be held January 10, 2020 with Mrs. Pike.




Diehl reported that they had met with Curtis Long over the development of his property north of the City on I-49.  He had requested that the City provide electricity, water and sewer lines for his 38 acres.  He indicated that he would be putting together a proposal to submit to the Planning Commission for their consideration. 



Mayor Henry related to City Council that a representative of Burns and McDonnell had come to the meeting and gone over the Airport layout plan with the commissioners.


None.



None.


None.
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Snead announced that filing for the April election had started on December 17th at 8:00 am and will continue through January 21st at 5:00 pm.  Councilmen Garnett, Irick, Hall and Cook are up for re-election.

Snead had discovered that the reports generated for the calculation of payment to Bates County Disposal had not included all of the information needed.  This had resulted in an underpayment of their services in the amount of $49,409.19.  The Utility Clerks had determined that Web and VRU payments since 2016 had not been included in the report.  Mr. Snead testified that the report was now corrected and that the sanitation totals were being calculated correctly.  He related that he had spoken to Spud Welston and had explained the situation to him and that the payment due could be made over time.

After much discussion, the Council Members decided that they would hold a Finance Committee meeting in order to discuss how and when to pay for this unexpected expense.  They will meet before the next City Council meeting to be held on January 7, 2020.

Snead pointed out that he had included a folder in the Council packet of four bids he that he had received for the 2019-2020 audit.  He asked Council to review the submissions before the next City Council meeting.  He had also prepared a spread sheet that shows cost comparisons between the firms for their consideration.  The bids are for a three year term.

Also included in the Council packet was a proposed Resolution for their consideration of an increase in the fees charged for nuisance abatements.  Snead explained that these charges had not been updated since 2005 and that prices for labor have increased and the use of some equipment has been added that should be included in abatement bills.

Appraisals for the Fire Station, Police Station and City Hall were prepared for Council for their review.  It was decided that this was a good place to start on whether to repair or build in the future.

 

Snead is in the process of getting numbers in the system for the upcoming fiscal year.  He is getting ready for the first budget meeting scheduled for January 21, 2010.  He asked Council members to meet on a Saturday in order to have time to examine these figures in greater detail.

Snead indicated that Department heads had been quite involved in providing information on what they really needed for the next year.  He went over several of the requests that they had made for Council’s consideration.

Discussion ensued on how to pay for these items and whether to put these purchases on the Capital One Line of Credit.  Council decided to look into the interest costs and the credit limits for this account and whether or not we need this.  Snead will provide this information in the next Council packet.

At the last City Council meeting, approval had been given for the purchase of a used truck in the amount of $3,900.00 for the Codes Officer.  Snead reported that our Shop Mechanics thought we could have problems down the road with this vehicle and did not recommend the purchase of it.  The same Vendor found another truck that was mechanically sound and something that could be used for several years.  Snead, with the Mayor’s assent, went ahead and bought the 2005 Chevy Silverado for $5,000.00 due to time constraints.  Snead pointed out that the City Administrator has the authority to make purchases up to and including $5,000.00.

Lieutenant Wheatley gave a report on how many calls for service that they had received in the last month.

Nothing to report.

Nothing more to report.

Officer Boyd commented that the proposed abatement fees were set for deterrent reasons and not completely for services performed.  He mentioned that these fees had not been increased since 2005, and if anyone had any questions, he would be happy to answer them.

Not in attendance.

Mayor Henry announced that Michael West has been hired as the City Administrator and that he would start at the first of the year.

Mike Irick had been in contact and is resigning his Council seat due to a conflict with his job.  He will be sending in his resignation in writing to Council soon.  Mr. Henry asked Council to consider whether to appoint someone else, or to keep the seat open until the April election.  Council will also need to elect another Mayor Pro Tem at the next Council meeting.

Commented that she had been hearing nice comments about the Christmas lights that had been installed along Fort Scott Street.  She would like something to be placed on Orange Street, especially after the trees will be removed by Mo Dot.  Snead replied that he had not heard anything from the State on when they would do so.

Also made the remark that he liked the lights that had been placed on Fort Scott Street.  He asked when the Base Ball Association and the Parks Board would get together with Council.  Snead responded that it would be held after the first of the year and that John Daniels wanted to attend the meeting to talk about the development of Parks with them.

Thanked the City Crews for taking care of snow removal from the recent storm.

Asked for clarification on when consideration of the bids for the City’s Financial Audit services would take place.  Snead replied that this would take place at the next City Council meeting.

Nothing to report.


None




Doug Mager asked if there would be a press release given about the new City Administrator, Mike West.

Mayor Henry replied that Yes, there would be one.

Snead affirmed that there would be a press release once Mr. West arrives and gives him relevant information he can relate.  He also mentioned that the City will hold a “Meet and Greet” with the New Administrator.

Mr. Mager asked were Michael West was from.

Snead replied that Mr. West is from Girard, Kansas.

Mr. Mager asked for clarification on the date that the Taxi Services will be suspended and when the filing dates for Council seats will close.

Snead revealed that the Taxi Services will end March 1, 2020 and the filing dates end January 21, 2020 at 5:00 pm.
Motion made by Newkirk, seconded by Cook to go into Closed Session meeting at 8:05pm.

Motion passed with the following votes:
Jim Garnett-Absent                            Linn Nitsche-Aye
David Brown-Absent                         Jeff Hall-Aye
Mike Irick-Absent                              Gayle Cook-Aye
Heather Diehl-Aye                             Dale Newkirk-Aye

There being no further business, motion by Diehl to adjourn the regular session council meeting, seconded by Hall. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.
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                                     ___________________________
                                                Mayor James W. Henry

	
	



