MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
JUNE 2, 2020

The Butler City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, June 2, 2020 at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 22 West Ohio with Mayor Pro Tem Hall presiding. The following Councilmen were present:

	
ROLL CALL







OTHERS PRESENT



OTHER GUESTS



PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE



APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA






ADDITION/DELETION TO AGENDA



SCHEDULED GUEST 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS


BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS


UNFINSHED BUSINESS

City Council Meeting  









PUBLIC HEARING
BILLS, ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, POLICIES AND PROCLAMATIONS

REPORTS

City Clerk





Police Chief


City Attorney


City Administrator 

 Utility Shut Offs 











Protest rally 








COVID-19 Funding





Public Works

Code Enforcement


Fire Chief


Mayor


COUNCIL MEMBERS

Brown 







Liggins



Diehl




Nitsche





Hall




Cook


Newkirk



NEW BUSINESS

Computers



Shop locks and doors

 





MEDIA QUESTIONS

CLOSED SESSION










ADJOURN






ATTEST



Corey Snead
City Clerk
	
                                                      Linn Nitsche 
David Brown                                Jeff Hall 
Doncella Liggins                          Gayle Cook - Via Phone 
Heather Diehl                               Dale Newkirk   


Others present were City Administrator Michael West, City Clerk Corey Snead, City Attorney Joe Lauber and Code Enforcement Officer Brian Boyd 

Due to the COVID-19 crises no public was allowed in the City Council Chambers during the meeting. Residents were able to watch the meeting via Facebook live stream. 

Mayor Pro Tem Hall led the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 


Motion by Liggins, seconded by Brown to approve the minutes of the Regular Session of May 19, 2020. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

Motion by Brown, seconded by Nitsche to approve the bills presented for payment. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

Motion by Nitsche to add the security locks and doors at the shop building to new business, seconded by Brown. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

None 


None 


None



City Council meetings will be opened to the public again with the practicing of social distancing. The June 16, 2020 meeting will be the first meeting opened back to the public. That the meeting could be held at the Old High School Gym so social distancing could be practiced better. Motion was made by Newkirk to hold the June 16, 2020 City Council meeting at the Old High School Gym, seconded by Diehl. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.
 

None 



[bookmark: _Hlk508882280]The audit for the 2019-2020 fiscal year has started with the new auditors from Dana Cole & Company. Lauber Law is offering an elected officials training seminar on June 19, 2020 in Rich Hill. Condolences to Gayle Cook and her family with the loss of her son. 

No Report.  

Kelly St. John has accepted a position with Lauber Municipal Law as a new attorney. Sarah Cranes Lemp will be starting on June 22 as a new attorney.  



Currently the city has $45,000.00 in overdue utility bills. Most of the past due bills are due to COVID-19. That we need to start the shut off process again so we can start to get people caught back up with their bill. Motion by Newkirk that we divide the past due amounts from March, April and May into six payments, the customer must pay the past due amount plus their current bill by the 20th of each month to stay on the program and not be disconnected. The program will start with their July payment and starting in June we will go back to our normal disconnection process, seconded by Nitsche. . Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.
 
A peaceful Black Lives Matters protest march is scheduled for June 3, 2020 at 5:30 pm on the Butler Square. The Butler Police Department and Bates County Sheriff Department have been in contact and have a plan in place for the rally just in case something would happen. Councilwoman Liggins would like to see a task force created for racial relations with the police department.  

West is still waiting to hear from the County Commissioners about the COVID-19 money that was received from the CARES Act. The City Council has invited the County Commissioners to a meeting to discuss the issue further and hopefully come up with a resolution. 


No Report. 

Went over the dangerous structure list he has compiled so far. 

Written Report in the council packet. 

No Report.



Heard a lot of good comments about the cemetery and how it looked for the holiday. There is brush that is obstructing the view on South Main Street that needs to be cut back. We also need to look at the entry way into Summers Pharmacy off of rice road. Pine Street going out to the cemetery also needs to be looked at it is in pretty bad shape. Condolences to Gayle Cook and her family.

Condolences to Gayle Cook and her family. Received a lot of positive comments about the cemetery. 

Have we had any further discussions with Kaysinger about grants? The corner of Maple and Lee streets is having a drainage problem that needed to be looked at. Condolences to Gayle Cook and her family.

Where are we with the sign on I-49? The town is starting to look real good. What are we doing with the Marlene Wainscott property? We also need to look at how many permits one person can have at once. Condolences to Gayle Cook and her family.

Would like to see reports from the department heads at the council meetings. Would also like to see reports if the Police Chief, Fire Chief and Public Works Director could not be at the meeting. That he also thinks we need to look into more training for everyone.  

No Report.

Condolences to Gayle Cook and her family. Had a report that a dispatcher was rude and hung up on a citizen. 

  

In the packet was a bid to buy two new computers for City Hall. The cost of the computer would be $5,790.00. It was decided to wait and see if we could purchase the computer for a lower price. 

Bids came in for the locks and doors at the shop building. These would be upgrades from what we had with the break in earlier this year. Motion by Brown to approve the bids from TK Building Supply for $2,720.00 for 8 all steel walk doors and Lock Doctor for $1,692.41 for 35 locks, seconded by Nitsche. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.

None 

Motion by Brown to go into closed session, seconded by Hall. 
Roll Call vote.
Motion passed with the following votes:
                                                       Linn Nitsche -Aye
David Brown-Aye                         Jeff Hall-Aye
Doncella Liggins-Aye                   Gayle Cook-Absent (conference call)
Heather Diehl-Aye                        Dale Newkirk-Aye


[bookmark: _GoBack]There being no further business, motion by Brown to adjourn the regular session council meeting, seconded by Nitsche. Motion passed unanimously by a show of hands.


                                     ___________________________
                                              Mayor Pro Tem Jeff Hall

	
	






